
By FRED WEINBERG
Penny Press Publisher

Imagine, for a moment that
you’ve taken your family shopping
at, say, Sam’s Club or Costco, and
your wife says it’s time to stock up

on cold remedies.
So, you buy a package of

Drixoral, a package of Benedryl
(because you would rather swallow
caplets and she likes time release
capsules), and a bottle of Robitussin
for coughs.

You take that and $130 worth of
other stuff to the checkout counter
and the register goes “tilt”.

Is the check bad?
No.
Is the membership card out of

date?
No.
Have you broken a release date

on a DVD?
No.
What’s the matter?
Well, hard as this may be to

believe, your friendly warehouse
giant, on the off chance that you’re
really a drug lord, (or even a small-
time dealer) doesn’t want to take the
chance that you’re using your cold
medicine to make methampheta-
mine.

Well, to be perfectly fair, they
didn’t exactly make that decision on
their own.

They were “encouraged” by law
enforcement fighting the war on
drugs.

“We want,”  said Costco’s phar-

macy chief Charles Burnett, “to be
good corporate citizens.

“I got a call from a local sheriff
in Northern California who told me
that they had busted a meth lab and
found a garbage bag full of packages

of Kirkland (their house brand)
sudefed substitutes.  They were the
cheapest.

“We don’t want to be part of
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Safe World For Runny Noses

Analysis
Editor’s note:

In last week’s front page com-
mentary by George Harris, the
founder of the Nevada Republican
Liberty Caucus, Harris quoted state
senator Dina Titus incorrectly.  The
actual quote attributed to her came
from a fellow public employee and
Titus colleague.  It did not change
the position Titus has taken, nor the
thrust of the commentary (which
also quoted extensively from a
November 2 article Titus herself
wrote) but it was incorrect and in
keeping with the Penny Presspolicy
of correcting mistakes where they
were made, we bring you Harris’
own correction:

I misquoted Dina Titus in a piece
entitled “The Arrogant Senator. Titus”.
She did not say; “If you’re going to
have a part-time Legislature, it seems
foolish to waste what little talent and
experience exists there.” Her associate
at UNLV Ted Jelen said that.  

It was a mistake, and I apologize.  
The entire quote from the Jeff

German column is below.  
“Some of us think that experience

enlightens rather than corrupts,” says
Ted Jelen, a longtime UNLV political
science professor and Titus associate.
“If you’re going to have a part-time
Legislature, it seems foolish to waste
what little talent and experience exists
there.” 

Correction
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that.  So we started tracking those
purchases.”

“Frankly,” said Burnett, “we’re
the kind of company that would
want to err on the conservative side.
We don’t want our products making
meth.”

Costco now places a limit of two
items with pseudoephedrine in any
purchase.  Except in California
where state law limits it to one.  “We
didn’t feel one made any sense, so
we made it two everywhere but
California,” said Burnett.
Same for Sam’s Club, a division of
Wal-Mart. 

The disconnect here is that the
Drug Enforcement Administration
rules allow for much larger quanti-
ties of these products to be sold over

the counter.
But, retailers will privately tell

you that it has been made clear to
them that they are expected to be
part of the war on drugs. “It’s a little
like having to take off your shoes,”
said one executive, “to go through
airport security.  How many shoe
bombers have we stopped?”

All of which begs the question
of how much methamphetamine can
you make with three or four pack-
ages of Benedryl or Drixoral?

An internet site which gives
step-by-step instructions for making
methamphetamine   indicates that it
is an awful lot of work for a very
small quantity, although someone
who wanted to could conceivably
take a few grams of pseu-
doephedrine (and a lot of other stuff)

and make a very small quantity for
personal use in a few days.

Federal regulations say that a
retailer can sell up to 9 grams of
powdered pseudoephedrine without
any restrictions.  

“That’s about 250 to 300 tablets
of these cold remedies,”  says DEA
Agent Ed Childress, a Washington
DEA spokesman.  A typical quantity
which the warehouse retailers
restrict buyers to is 48.  Childress
told the Penny Press that a retailer
has no Federal limit on blister
packed tablets which can be sold.
“But we encourage them to be
responsible.”

So has the DEAintimidated
Wal-Mart and Costco into these
much more restrictive policies?

“No,”  said Childress.

“Well,” says Burnett, “fines for
violations start at $250,000 and we
don’t even want to be close to a vio-
lation.”

According to a White House
drug policy report on the Las Vegas
area, there were over 50,000 known
offenses for the year 2001.  Drug
testing on arrestees showed that
20.9% tested positive for metham-
phetamine.  Yet arrests for such
usage totaled a mere 52 adults and
one juvenile.

So instead of arresting metham-
phetamine users, the law enforce-
ment community appears to be sub-
tly forcing retailers to make the
world safe for runny noses.

After all, meth users have a dis-
ease, but the rest of us just have cold
symptoms.

Continued from from page

Don’t Punish Meth Users, Punish People With Colds...

Government Can Be
Evil, Not Its Employees 

Assemblywoman Sheila Leslie told Review
Journal reporter Ed Vogel; “there is nothing evil
about being a public [government] employee.”
It’s not surprising that Ms. Leslie feels that way
after all, she is a government employee. Leslie
is a special courts administrator for Washoe
County. If you’re like me, you’re thinking to
yourself, “what on earth does a special courts
administrator do?” For that matter, what does a
court administrator do, let alone a special one?  

But to consider Ms. Leslie’s statement that
government employees are not evil: 

We must first consider the definition of
government. Government is a monopoly of
force in a given geographical area. In other
words, government is an institution that can

perpetrate force upon individuals with impuni-
ty. It can take money by force (steal) and call it
taxation. It can enslave people and call it mili-
tary conscription or jury duty or income taxa-
tion. It can kill people, by way of the death
penalty or war or a justified shooting by a
police officer. 

No individual can do these things. That is
what makes government so dangerous. As
George Washington said, “Government is not
reason, it is not eloquence, it is force; like fire,
a troublesome servant and a fearful master.
Never for a moment should it be left to irre-
sponsible action.”  

Well, it is safe to say that most of what gov-
ernment does these days is “irresponsible
action.” No doubt, Mr. Washington, if he were
alive today, would wonder what on earth all of
these government employees are doing? Sure,
we need a court system, but must the govern-
ment run it? We need police and firefighters,
but should the government provide these serv-

ices? Teachers are a necessity, but do virtually
all of them have to work for the government?
No, of course not. If the majority of govern-
ment functions were turned over to private
industry, all this who-ha over the petition to ban
government employees from serving (them-
selves) in elected office would be moot. 
If a government employee is providing a serv-
ice required by the public, it is not his or her
fault that the only employer available in that
field is the government. Thus, they certainly
should not be considered evil. However, if a
government employee is not providing a serv-
ice demanded by the marketplace, it is easy to
view those government employees to be as evil
as the government that hired them. 

The reason to ban government employees
from holding elective office is not because gov-
ernment employees are inherently evil. It is
because government is evil, and on top of that,
very powerful. 

GEORGE HARRIS

Commentary: George Harris
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Democrat White House Hopefuls 
Rarely Encourage the Anti-Gunners

By JOSEPH P. TARTARO
Executive Editor, Gun Week
Special To The Penny Press

The reports are coming in from
many news sources, including anti-
gun newspapers such as The
Washington Post. The skyline story on
Page 1 of this issue discusses how
some Democrat strategists and the
anti-gun Americans for Gun Safety
(AGS) are trying to keep the gun issue
alive. But overall, there is little
encouragement for the anti-gunners.

In an Oct. 26 report from
Manchester, NH, where the first pres-
idential primary will be held in late
January, shortly after the Iowa caucus,
The Post’s Jim VandeHei said:
“Democratic presidential candidates
are distancing themselves from tough
gun control, reversing a decade of
rhetoric and advocacy by the
Democratic Party in favor of federal
regulation of firearms.

“Most Democratic White House
hopefuls rarely highlight gun control
in their campaigns, and none of the
candidates who routinely poll near the
top is calling for the licensing of new
handgun owners, a central theme of
then-Vice President Al Gore’s win-
ning primary campaign in 2000,” he
continued.

Of course, the reasons are pretty
plain. Gunowners cost Gore at least
three traditionally Democratic states
in the 2000 presidential election, in
spite of his primary victory. And even
former President Bill Clinton will
concede that gunowners were largely
responsible for voting to give the
Republicans control of both houses of
Congress after passage of the 1993
Brady Act and the 1994 semi-auto gun
ban.

The Post article continues by cit-
ing the case of Howard Dean, the
early front-runner this year. The
Washington, DC, newspaper, said
Dean “proudly tells audiences that the
National Rifle Association endorsed
him as governor of Vermont. As pres-
ident, Dean said he would leave most
gun laws to the states. The federal
government, Dean said in an inter-
view here, should not ‘inflict regula-
tions’ on states such as Montana and
Vermont, where gun crime is not a big
problem. New York and California
‘can have as much gun control as they

want,’ but those states—and not the
federal government—should make
that determination, he said.

Even Gephardt
“Rep. Richard A. Gephardt, a

longtime gun control advocate, is
careful to highlight his support for
law-abiding gunowners,” The Post
continued. “The Missouri Democrat
said he is not interested in giving the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives more authority to
investigate gun crimes, a top priority
for the gun control activists. ‘They
have enough,’he said in an inter-
view.”

“What you are seeing . . . is a sea
change” from the 1990s, when
President Bill Clinton and Gore cham-
pioned several major gun laws—and
paid a big political price for it, said
Wayne LaPierre, executive vice presi-
dent of the NRA, according to The
Post.

“It’ s very important for us as
Democrats to understand that where I
come from guns are about a lot more
than guns themselves,” said Sen. John
Edwards (NC), one of nine Democrats
seeking the presidency, The Post
reported. “They are about independ-
ence. For a lot of people who work
hard for a living, one of the few things
they feel they have any control over is
whether they can buy a gun and hunt.
They don’t want people messing with
that, which I understand.”

The Post went on to point out that
as the candidates survey the map for
2004, they find that most competitive
states are home to thousands of
hunters and other gunowners—states
such as Ohio, Pennsylvania and New
Mexico. Moreover, many of the
gunowners in these swing states
belong to labor unions, a base of the
Democratic Party.

“Based on NRA estimates,
LaPierre said as much as three-quar-
ters of union households in some tar-
geted states include gun owners.
Some union strategists have privately
told the candidates that the only way
to win in these states is to back off
guns,” The Post reported.

Some people see the “sea change”
as merely an election year political
stratagem which would be abandoned
if the Democrats win the White House
or either house of Congress. Certainly
some rabidly anti-gun Democrats in

Congress—the likes of Sens. Ted
Kennedy (MA), Dianne Feinstein
(CA), Charles Schumer (NY) and
Frank Lautenberg (NJ)—will never
change, even if some of the
Democratic strategists could keep
them muzzled. In fact, even as this
column is being written, that four-
some is preparing to block any vote
on S-659, the gun industry liability
reform measure, by means of a fili-
buster.

While all this Democratic backing
away from the gun issue rhetoric—
even if only during the campaigns—
the anti-gunners are having a hard
time gaining any traction on television
news or the front pages of newspa-
pers. But they keep trying by generat-
ing news releases on an almost hourly
basis. In fact, many of their statements
deny that support for gun control is a
dangerous political strategy.

A VPC Halloween
For example, Violence Policy

Center (VPC) screamed that the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives (ATF) is allowing the
sale of a handgun disguised as a pen
despite law enforcement warnings.

“The US Justice Department’s . . .
(ATF) is allowing the sale to the gen-
eral public of a small-caliber handgun
disguised as a pen—despite the clear
public safety threat such ‘pen guns’
represent,” the VPC warned in an Oct.
28 news release.

“The public safety threat posed by
the Stinger Pengun is made clear in an
October 2002 ‘Officer Safety
Bulletin’ regarding the weapon issued
by the US Air Force Office of Special
Investigations based at Andrews Air
Force Base. The national alert was
apparently distributed to government,
military, and local law enforcement
agencies. More recently, in August
2003, the Department of Homeland
Security warned that terrorists might
attempt to use ordinary items to con-
ceal explosives or weapons—which is
the exact purpose of the pen gun,” the
VPC said, apparently after discover-
ing the alert some 12 months after it
was issued—further proof that the
anti-gunners are grasping at straws.

The VPC release continued:
“Manufactured by Stinger
Manufacturing Corporation in Sault
Sainte Marie, MI, the Stinger Pengun
is a single-shot pistol disguised as a

pen. It is 5.6 inches long, weighs only
five ounces when empty, and retails
for $250. It is currently available in
.17- and .22-caliber, and the compa-
ny’s website (www.stinger-
pengun.com) promises that more cal-
ibers are ‘Coming Soon!’A past
advertisement on the website states
that the gun ‘Transforms From A
“Pen” To A Legal Pistol In 2
Seconds.’Promised soon-to-be mar-
keted accessories include an 18-inch
‘sniper barrel’ and attachable ‘heart
dagger.’ Stinger also manufactures the
‘Survivor Knifegun,’a handgun con-
cealed in a pocket knife with blade.”

The VPC said that, according to
Stinger, both guns have been
approved for sale by ATF and under
federal law are sold with only the
same restrictions that apply to stan-
dard handguns. 

While the VPC is finding
Halloween frights, the Brady
Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence
and its vassal organization, the
“Million” Mom March were com-
mending two Democratic presidential
hopefuls for standing up to the NRA.

Brady Bunch Help
In an Oct. 27 news release,

Michael Barnes, president of the
Brady operations issued the following
statement commending Sen. John
Kerry (MA) and Rep. Dennis
Kucinich’s (OH) comments on gun
issues in Sunday’s (Oct. 26) presiden-
tial debate:

“Senator John Kerry and
Representative Dennis Kucinich
demonstrated very strongly last night
at the Democratic debates that candi-
dates need to show they won’t stand
for the extremist gun lobby’s assault
on America’s basic gun safety protec-
tions. I want to commend the two can-
didates for using their concluding
remarks to call attention to the radical
efforts being pursued by the extreme
gun lobby right now in our nation’s
capitol. The gun lobby’s push to end
the ban on assault weapons and to
secure sweeping legal immunity for
the gun industry are shameful and
should be stopped.”

The Democrats might run from
the Brady bunch and gun control, but
they can’t hide from them. 
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Genetic Unknowns Potential For Food Disaster
By DOLORES LONERGAN
Penny Press Contributing Editor

More than 60 percent of food con-
sumers buy today has been genetically
engineered. There has been much con-
troversy in recent years regarding the
safety of these foods.  

Although fresh produce looks and
tastes normal, scientists concerned
about the many unknown factors
involved in the transferring of genes
from one organism to another feel more
studies should be done before these
foods are placed on the market.  Some
crops have been altered to produce tox-
ins that kill insects in order to reduce
the need for pesticides.  In addition,
there are an array of toxic substances
being produced as a consequence of
genetic engineering, which are now
present in bacteria, yeast, plants and
animals.  The FDAis aware of the pres-
ence of toxins in genetically engineered
goods, but their method of monitoring
and regulating genetically engineered
production is to wait until any adverse
reactions occur.

The genetically engineered amino

acid, L-tryptophan was banned after
many people were reported to have died
or become seriously ill after ingesting
it.  Artificially produced viruses are
used during genetic engineering to
transfer foreign genes into the genes of
another organism.  Dr. Richard Lacey, a
British Professor of Food Safety at
Leeds University states, “The insertion
of foreign genes into the host genome
has long been known to have many
harmful and fatal effects including can-
cer of the organism.” The random selec-
tion of artificial substances makes the
amount and timing of any tragic conse-
quence impossible to determine.  Dr.
Norman Ellstrand, a Professor of
Genetics at the University of California
states, “Genetically engineered food or
enzymatic food processing agents may
produce an immediate effect or it could
take years for full toxicity to come to
light.”

Scientists developed genetic engi-
neering with a futuristic goal of solving
problems of over fertilization, erosion,
pollution of lakes and streams from
harmful runoff, and destruction of rain
forests.  Without knowing the full

extent of how altered genes can trans-
form our wildlife, genetically engi-
neered crops may be doing more harm
than good. 

British scientists completed a three-
year study on genetically engineered
food showing that the genetically engi-
neered sugar beet and genetically engi-
neered oil-seed rape could upset the
food chain by reducing some species of
birds, butterflies and bees.  Scientists
also found that one of the genetically
engineered crops cultivated in the study
produced more weeds and bugs.

Food born illnesses include diarrhea,
vomiting with some serious after-
effects such as blood poisoning, abor-
tion, infection, blood in urine, chronic
disorders of the heart and nervous sys-
tem, kidney disease, arthritis and diges-
tive tract diseases.  Many of these ill-
nesses result in death.  Since 1994, the
incidence of food born illnesses has had
a ten-fold increase.  In 1999, a Swedish
study revealed that these types of ill-
nesses were ten times higher in the
United States than in Sweden.

Organically grown food is not vol-
ume oriented, but without the use of

herbicides, pesticides or synthetic fertil-
izers, it does not run the risk of pollut-
ing our lakes and streams or upsetting
the food chain.  The presence of E-Coli
bacteria from manure is a potential haz-
ard, but can be easily avoided through
adequate hygiene.  Scientists are find-
ing that some genetically engineered
foods may have little or no nutritional
value.  No one can argue that organic
food fresh from the farm can be dupli-
cated neither nutritionally nor for taste.

While the potential health and eco-
logical risks in genetically engineered
food production are not understood,
some industrialized nations are begin-
ning to take a hostile view of farming
genetically engineered crops.  The term
“Frankenfoods” has now found a place
in Merriam Webster’s Dictionary.   It is
clear that market statistics should not
govern how this technology develops
supply.  Furthermore, while the poten-
tial for a major health hazard outweighs
benefits, industrialized nations of the
world must seek cooperation between
industries, scientists, educators and
governments.
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The Penny Press Tips Its Cap To:

The children of Nevada Supreme Court Justice Myron Leavitt for
lining up (all 11 of them) for the opportunity to donate a kidney to
him.  You can talk about family values all you want.  This is a
demonstration.

The County Commission for moving to revoke the licenses of Mike
“Easy Money” Galardi for bribing their chairwoman, among others.

The Penny Press Sends A Bronx Cheer 
And A Bouquet of Weeds To:
Mary Chauncey (you only get one last name in this newspaper) for failing
to immediately step down as the Chair of the County Commission upon
her indictment.  She’s wavering as of press time but if she doesn’t step
down, they’ll have to depose her and they should think twice before they
make Yvonne Gates her replacement or they may have to do it again.

What passes for adult supervision at Valley High School for disciplining a
student for what was written in an anonymous, non-school web log.
Surely they have bigger problems than that.

Why
Manufacturing
Matters

The United States is losing its
manufacturing capacity.  These loss-
es are reaching a tipping point,
where even greater losses, coming
even faster are possible.

Already, the U.S. will import
almost $400 billion more goods this
year that it exports, by that creating
a major drag on future U.S. econom-
ic growth.

Another result is that the U.S.
has lost 2.7 million good-paying
manufacturing jobs since the sum-
mer of 2000.  The majority of these
displaced workers are ending up in
jobs that have few benefits and less

pay.
Many of these people cannot

find work anywhere, at any wage.
Beyond trade and jobs, manufac-

turing matters to America for other
vital reasons.  Manufacturing
growth, for instance, spawns more
additional expansion than any other
economic sector.  Each $1 of final
manufacturing output creates anoth-
er $1.43 in related manufacturing
and business services such as
finance, construction, and trans-
portation.

The reverse, of course, is also
true.  A decline in manufacturing
results in a contraction in those relat-
ed activities.

Manufacturing matters because
U.S.-based manufacturers are
responsible for two-thirds of all pri-
vate Research and Development
done in the United States.  This

R&D ripples through the economy
as innovations that lead to new prod-
ucts, new production, and new jobs.
But when manufacturers move their
factories offshore, most companies
also move their R&D, as well.  For
example, dozens of U.S. companies
that have shifted their factories to
China are now relocating their R&D
there. 

Manufacturing matters for it
provides a fifth or more of the total
gross product of states such as the
Carolinas.  Replacing the income
produced by manufacturing would
require states such as California to
create $165 billion of new economic
activity annually.  New York would
have to create $77 billion and Texas
$93 billion. 

The manufacturing base of those
and other states were created over
the past two centuries.  Replacing

such large economic contributors
overnight, even over a decade, is vir-
tually impossible.

Manufacturing also matters to
America because manufacturers pay
30-40 percent of all corporate taxes
collected by the federal, state, and
local governments.  The current
decline in state and local revenues
throughout the United States can be
traced largely to the concurrent
decline of U.S.manufacturing.

In sum, manufacturing matters
to the people of the United States for
it helps produce the taxes we pay,
the jobs we need, the goods we con-
sume, and the weapons we use for
our national defense.

Now, all we have to do is con-
vince our political leaders of this
basic fact of economics and get them
to act accordingly.

PAT CHOATE

Commentary: Pat Choate
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OPINION
From The Publisher...

“Go Along To Get Along”
You would think, from the media outcry that last Thursda y’s
indictments and pleas from selected scum on our current
and former count y commission w as a) the greatest moment
on Nev ada’ s political history , and; b) something the media
could tak e credit for .

Neither is the case.

It is the predictable end to a count y commission which
would mak e Ferdinand Marcos blush.  

And before the media breaks its collectiv e arm patting itself
on the back it should ask the question which has nev er been
ask ed:

This stuff w as so obvious that one has to wonder where the
Clark Count y District A ttorney’ s office w as in the past 8
years while it w as happening.

In most jurisdictions, a count y commission chairman who
conspired with a housing authorit y director to rig the bids on
a needless public relations contr act while he w as running for
congress would ha ve seen the inside of a state prison long
before the feds ev er got to him.  They wouldn’ t ha ve had to
work too hard for the tip because they could ha ve read
about it in the Review Journal .

In most jurisdictions, a cit y councilman pimping for a car
dealer from which he had tak en an undisclosed $60,000
loan to the disadv antage of a competing car dealer would be
spending some time at their equiv alent of the High Desert
Correctional Center .

In most jurisdictions a count y commissioner who is now
sounding soooo self -righteous who tried to shak e down casi -
no ex ecutiv es for locations for her F at T uesda y’s fr anchise
would get to see man y of her former constituents on an
every da y basis inside the equiv alent of the Southern
Nevada W omen’ s prison where she could run for president
of her cell block.

Where w as now Judge Stew art Bell?  Where w as Sheriff
Jerry K eller?  Where indeed.

The fact is that “go along to get along” has been the stan -
dard of performance here for quite some time.

It would seem that we can’ t trust the DA ’s and the Judges
and the la w enforcement leaders we elect to do the right
thing because nobody has ev er slapped them up side of the
head with a figur ativ e two b y four to get their attention.

Maybe the US A ttorney’ s office has set an example for DA
David R oger , Sheriff Bill Y oung and other leaders elected at
the count y and municipal lev el that “go along to get along”
is no longer an acceptable standard and ma ybe R oger and
Young will tak e out the rest of the garbage before the feds
are forced into k eeping a permanent local corruption in ves-
tigator on the pa yroll.

We don’ t think Bell and K eller were crooks.

Just under motiv ated and ill-equipped to deal with elected
thugs.

We hope that R oger and Y oung do not suffer from that syn -
drome.  Or that last Thursda y’s activities were a sufficient
wake-up call.

Bluntly , gentlemen, we don’ t really need the FBI to rid our -
selv es of the arrogant thugs we occasionally elect to posi -
tions of power .  W e ha ve plent y of talent at metro and plen -
ty of talent in the DA ’s office.

What we need to do is to get rid of “go along to get along”
as a go vernmental attitude.

We will guar antee y ou that the first time y ou tak e down a
count y commissioner for gr aft without in volving the F eds,
you won’ t ha ve to worry about a second time for quite some
time.  And if the citiz en-office holders we elect understand
that it ’s not just the feds that are looking all the time, they’ll
stick to doing their jobs.

Our problem here is that v ery few people didn’ t know deep
down that Lance Malone, Erin K enn y and Dario Herrer a were
crooks.  The same goes for a bunch of unindicted scandals
which are still pending.

But most people seem to think it ’s just part of Las V egas.

It is not.

FRED WEINBERG
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Commentary: Doug Frenc h
Beers-Rawson
Litmus Test 

Erin Neff ’s “Political Notebook”
column in Sunday’s RJ included a
report on Ray Rawson’s star-stud-
ded Las Vegas Country Club fund-
raiser. Rawson looks like he will
attempt to hold on to his Senate seat,
despite the challenge of Bob Beers.
Rawson must have the same mental-
ity as the average math-challenged
tourist who thinks the Las Vegas
strip was built by tourists winning
money. 

Hasn’t Rawson looked at the
map of the new Senate 6 district?
This area of town could be renamed
Beersville. Dr. Rawson will be spit-
ting into the wind. What is he think-
ing? Or is he? Maybe he is just lis-
tening to big government/big lobby-
ist crowd, who are telling him he is
invincible. He should know better. 
Given those who attended, accord-
ing to Neff ’s article, a person could-
n’t catch the truth at the County
Club last Wednesday with a butter-
fly net. What did they call this
shindig, “lie and be lied to?” 

Senate majority leader Bill
Raggio, according to Neff, told the
crowd “the state of Nevada and the
Legislature will be very badly hurt if
he [Rawson] is not re-elected. Make
sure he gets back where he belongs.” 
That is exactly right. The state and
the Legislature will be hurt if Dr.
Rawson does not return. Ray
Rawson has been critical to the
increase in government and govern-
ment spending in Nevada. For those

who want more government, and
that would certainly include Raggio,
then making sure that Rawson
returns is job one. 

Big-government lovers who
were there include; Dawn Gibbons,
Josh Griffin, Sam McMullen,
George Ross, Dema Guinn, Pete
Ernaut, Richard Bryan and Barbara
Cegavske. 

Barbara Cegavske? She voted
“no” to the taxes. What is she doing
hanging around this crowd? She’s
been soaking up the hero’s treatment
since she returned from the legisla-
ture. But, maybe we have been giv-
ing her more credit than she
deserves.  

The Beers-Rawson primary is
the litmus test. If you support tax-
payers, you support Beers. If you
support big government, your man
is Rawson. This is like John Wayne
verses the evil, crooked villian who
is terrorizing the town.  

There is only one good guy in
this race, and you are either for him
or against him.

On another subject...

Northern Nevada received more
good news a few weeks ago as
Interior Secretary Gale Norton
approved the overturning of a legal
opinion left over from the enviro-
nazis of the Clinton Administration
that had essentially stifled new mine
development in the United States.
Nevada, being the third largest gold
producing area in the world behind
South Africa and Australia, has been
particularly hard hit.  

According to an AP story pub-
lished in the LV Review Journal,

“The [Interior] department said the
agency’s solicitor general under
President Clinton had no legal basis
for his opinion that the 1872 Mining
Law limits each 20-acre mining
claim on federal land to a single 5-
acre waste site.” 

Assistant Interior Secretary
Rebecca Watson said, “U.S. miner-
als exploration has dropped 57 per-
cent and mine development 54 per-
cent since the earlier opinion was
issued.”  

Nobody knows that more than
the people of northern Nevada,
home of one of the richest gold
deposits on earth, the Carlin Trend.
If the Feds would just mind their
own business, Nevada miners could
commence to pulling gold out of the
ground by the truckload. There is no
doubt that millions of ounces are
waiting in the depths of the Carlin
Trend to see the light of day.  
Newmont Mining estimates that it
has just short of 31 million proven
and probable ounces of gold in the
3,000 square miles it controls in
northeast Nevada, not to mention
another eight million ounces of sil-
ver, copper and other precious met-
als.  

Barrick Gold has over 20 million
ounces of proven and probable gold
waiting to be mined at its Goldstrike
and Round Mountain locations.  
Blanchard and Co. as you remem-
ber, is suing Barrick along with J.P.
Morgan, for conspiring to fix the
price of gold at a low price through
a complex maze of derivative trans-
actions. Barrick, according to the
suit, benefited from the low gold
price, by being able to purchase dis-
tressed mines on the cheap.  

It also turns out that Barrick was
a big proponent of Kenny Guinn’s
Gross Receipts Tax plan. Well,
Barrick lost that one, and we can
only hope that they lose the
Blanchard case as well. A decision
in Blanchard’s favor will do great
things for the price of gold and
northern Nevada. When asked what
the impact of a Blanchard win
would be, gold expert James Turk
told Barron’s, “Extremely profound
because it would suggest the gold
price has been low because of price
fixing and not because of its own
merits or demerits.” 

Just how high does Mr. Turk
think the price of gold could go?
Comparing the present economic
climate to the early 1970’s, Turk
said, “Gold could go from $350 to
$8,000, which is no crazier than
going from $35 to $800.” The price
of gold rose from $35 in 1970 and
peaked at over $800 in 1980. 

Boomtowns are the rule in
Nevada history, not the exception;
Goldfield, Virginia City, Dayton,
Austin, Eureka, Pioche, Tonapah,
Berlin, Rhyolite, all boomed (and
busted) with mining. Nevada’s
newest boomtown, Las Vegas,
extracts cash from gamblers’wallets
rather than minerals from the
ground.  

But imagine, if the price of gold
does go to $8,000 per ounce, com-
bined with a more lenient federal
government allowing precious met-
als to be mined, Nevada’s next
boomtowns exploding along I-80
will be Elko, Carlin and
Winnemucca. 

DOUG FRENCH
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The Best Vegas Calendar BAR NONE!
By Billhere

brought to you by the VIVA LAS VEGAS NEWSLETTER.
Subscriptions to the free, e-mailed, VIVA LAS VEGAS NEWSLETTERand
complete index of Las Vegas coupons is available on the internet at:

ht tp:/ / www.billhere.com/ free.html
Thru No v. 15= The Smothers Brothers - Las V egas Hilton.
+++++
Thru Dec. 1, 2003= Beautiful fall displa y of flowers, pumpkins,
rustic mill and rotating wheel - Bellagio Conserv atory .
+++++
Thru Jan.18, 2004= TREA SURES OF CHATSWORTH exhibit fea -
turing the collection of the Duk e and Duchess of Dev onshire of
England. Crowns, tiar as, silv er, porcelain and famous paintings b y
the Old Masters (daVinci, V an Dy ck, R embr andt, R ubens and oth -
ers) will be exhibited -Gallery of Fine Art -  inside the Bellagio .
Information at:
http://www .bgfa.biz/
+++++
Thru Ma y 2,2004= “ A Century of P ainting: From R enoir to
Rothk o” exhibit in the Guggenheim Hermitage Museum in the
Venetian.
+++++
7-16= Macbeth - UNL V Performing Arts Center .
12-15= Tim Con way/Harv ey K orman - Stardust.
13= K araok e Contest - Info at (702)794-3114 - Imperial P alace.
13-14= P aul R evere & The R aiders - Str atosphere.
13-16= Second Anniv ersary Celebr ation - P alms.
13-16= T ony Bennett - P aris Las V egas.
13-19= Carrot T op - MGM Gr and.
14= Full contact martial arts ev ent - Orleans Arena. Info .:
http://www .tuffnuff .net/ev ents.htm
14-15= Caroline Rhea - Catch A Rising Star - Ex calibur .
14-16= Cr afts F estiv al - Cashman Center . Information:
http://www .stev epowers.com/pages/lasv egasf2003.html
14-16= Cigar Aficionado’ s Big Smok e Las V egas W eek end - 
Mandala y Ba y. Information at:
http://www .winespectator .com/Cigar/CA_Static/BigSmok e/V egas
BS2003/
14-16= R ay Romano - Mir age.
14-16= Debbie R eynolds - Suncoast.
15= The DeCastro Sisters - Boulder Station.
15= Andrea Bocelli - Mandala y Ba y Ev ents Center .
15-16= Las V egas Air Show - Nellis Air F orce Base. Info .:
http://www .nellisairshow .com
16= Puddle of Mudd - Hard R ock.
16= Seal - P alms.
16-23= Legends in Concert Show on v acation - Imperial P alace.
17-20= “X” Show - Str atosphere.
+++++
17-20= COMDEX. 125,000 attendees at L V Con vention Center . No
free entry to view exhibits this y ear.  Information at:
http://www .comdex.com/

IT’S TIME T O PARTEEEE!!!CHECK OF TEN THE FOLLOWING INTER -
NET SITES FOR UPDA TED COMDEX PARTY INFORMATION:
http://www .usergroupie.com
http://www .x edmoc.com/part y2003/
http://www .thomas-pr .com/01/index01.html
http://www .thetechz one.com/displa y.php?i=217&p=1

GREAT COMDEX TIPS A T:
http://www .business-trip .com/lvtr adeshow .htm
+++++
17-20= Computer Digital Expo - Mandala y Ba y Con vention

Center . New competition to COMDEX. Free registr ation for
exhibits is at:
http://www .cdxpo .com/registr ation.html
+++++
18-30= Righteous Brothers - The Orleans. CANCELED . Bobb y
Hatfield has passed a way. Now “Y ou’v e Lost That Lo vin’ F eeling” .
+++++
19-23= National Horse Show Indoor Championships - Orleans
Arena:
http://www .nhs.org - CANCELLED .
20-23= Sinbad - P aris Las V egas.
20-23= Don Rickles - Stardust.
20-26= Howie Mandel - MGM Gr and.
21= Bo xing - Orleans.
22= Jewel - Aladdin.
22= The T emptations - Silv erton.
22-23= Gun & Knife Show .- Cashman Center . Info .:
http://www .pa wnplace.com/L VGS.html
22-23= Larry Carlton - Suncoast.
24-30= J .J. (Dyn-o-mite) W alk er - Rivier a Comedy Club .
25-26= Cheerleading Competition - Cashman Center .
25-30= The F ab Four - Las V egas Hilton.
26= Michelle Br anch - Aladdin.
26= New air service from Billings, Mont. - America W est Express.
26-Dec.28= Magical F orest. Huge, must -see Xmas driv e-
thru.Info .:
http://www .opportunit yvillage.org/Calendar/Magical_F orest.htm
27= Thanksgiving Da y.
27= Stev e Wyrick opens his new show - Aladdin.
27-Dec. 3= P aul Anka - MGM Gr and.
27-30= Thanksgiving W eek end. Last y ears special dinners at:
http://v egas.com/shows/thanksgiving2002.html?f=m1hp&t=upt
hanksgiving#1jump
http://www .lasv egassun.com/sunbin/stories/archiv es/2002/no v/
22/514285653.html
27-30= Fr ankie V alli & The F our Seasons - Orleans.
28= Jok ers Wild Comedy T our - Aladdin.
28= WWE W restling - Thomas & Mack.
28-29= The Commodores - Las V egas Hilton.
28-29= K enn y G - P aris Las V egas.
28-29= Andrew “Dice” Cla y - Stardust.
28-30= B .B. King - Stardust.
28-30= R oger Williams - Suncoast 
30-Dec.6=- Miss R odeo America P ageant - Orleans. Info .:
http://www .missrodeo .com/pageant.html
+++++
Nov.??= New , four -story , 24-hour , 7 da ys a week F ood Court with
9 fast food restaur ants (including W endy’ s) opens in the
Showcase Mall, next to the MGM Gr and, where the All Star Cafe
was located. The sign for the F ood Court will be four -stories high!
+++++
Nov.??= United Airlines announces details of their new low cost
airline. Initial roll-out cities will be Las V egas, R eno , Phoenix, New
Orleans, Orlando , Tampa and Ontario , California. The project is
called Starfish and actual flying should start in F ebruary , 2004.
+++++
===================================
Please e-mail errors, omissions and additions to:
billman@lvcm.com
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Commentary: Alber t Thomas
Performance Funds

Mutual funds are doing more and more to dis-
courage investors from leaving them and taking
their money to a better performing fund. What
does better performing mean? It has nothing to do
with who the manager is, what the expense ratio
is or how well they performed over the past 5 or
10 years.

Remember the old one, “What have you done
for me lately?” That is the ONLY thing that
counts. If you ever expect to make money in the
stock market you must take the time to find the
best performing no-load, no-redemption fee
funds that are going up the fastest during the past
3 and 6 months. Usually any fund that has done
well for a year or more has just about run  its
course and once it starts weakening in its upward
movement, goes flat and starts down it should be
sold and replaced. This can easily be seen in a
chart on your computer or at the library at
www.bigcharts.com .  

There are many funds that will advance at the
rate of 1% per week. Yes, per week, but you must
find them. It is certainly worth the effort. There
are services you can buy such as No-Load
FundX; however, there are many free areas on the
Internet that will locate excellent funds such as:
Bar Charts
http://www2.barchart.com/funds.asp
Bloomberg
http://quote.bloomberg.com/apps/data?pid=mutualfunds 

and Yahoo www.yahoo.com/finance  as well as
Investor’s Business Daily newspaper that lists the
best 3-month and 6-month performers each week.
Be careful to check with the fund or your broker
that there are no hidden fees. Those that charge a
commission do NOToutperform those that have
no loads (commission).

Most full service brokers will not sell you no-
load funds so you will have to own an account
with a discount broker such as Ameritrade,
Scottrade or Brown & Company. Many of the
well known discount brokers such as Fidelity,
Schwab and Waterhouse have adopted hidden
fees.

Brokers and financial planners will tell you
not to switch around, but that is because they
have not learned their trade. It also might mean
they are too lazy to do their job. If you remain
with a weak fund you will have a weak return or
even lose money.

I may sound too harsh in my criticism of bro-
kers and financial planners, but I have hired more
than 300 brokers when I owned a brokerage com-
pany and I know that only about 1% (yes, one)
know how to make money and protect capital.
You have to find a good one or take charge your-
self.

There may be times when very few, if any,
funds are going up. Then you will be in cash in a
money market. CASH IS A POSITION.
Performance also includes not losing while the
market is going down.

Knowing how and when to switch will double

or triple your returns and most importantly you
will not lose profits you have made. Stay with the
best performers at all times.

ALBERT THOMAS
Copyright Albert W. Thomas All rights reserved. Author of “If It
Doesn’t Go Up, Don’t Buy It!” www.mutualfundmagic.com com-
ments to al@mutualfundmagic.com 
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Increase Your Cash Flow
Cut Your Cash Expense!
Use your excess inventory to create more

cash flow through barter.
We’ll show you how.

Call our 
Las Vegas
office at
739-3474
Use Your
Assets to
Increase
Your
Business!
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The Thunderbirds And More...

...this week end at Nellis Air F orce Base.  The annual
Nellis Airshow is Saturda y and Sunda y...it ’s free and
every one’ s in vited

These pictures are from the P enn y Press files of pre -
vious Air F orce ev ents.  W e’ll ha ve a lot more next
week.
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The

Penny Press
is proud to announce that it is now available at all the 

Borders Book Shop & Cafe  
2323 S Decatur Blvd

Las Vegas  
258-0999  

Borders Book Music & Cafe   
10950 Charleston Blvd 
Las Vegas (Summerlin)

382-6101  

Borders Books Music & Cafe  
2190 N Rainbow Blvd

Las Vegas
638-7866  

Borders Books Music & Cafe  
1445 W Sunset Rd 

Henderson  
433-6222  

Book Shops and Cafes

In the metropolitan
Las Vegas area

as well as selected:

Miss an Issue? Download one at:
www.pennypresslv.com
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Life Can Be So Much Easier...
...when you can have complicated

things explained in 10 Quick Steps!
Announcing the availability of 10 Quick Steps guides to everything from stopping spam to
backing up your computer to interviewing for a job to interviewing someone for a job...

All for $10 each available on our
web site:

www.pennypresslv.com

(click on the 10 Quick Steps button)

www.pennypresslv.com
(click on the 10 Quick Steps button)
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A little o ver two y ears ago , some Las V egas businessmen
brought P arnelli Jones o ver to the studios of a r adio station
I used to own to do some r adio commercials for a product
they in vented called R ollgard...
Keep in mind, that ha ving owned the official r adio station of the Las V egas Motor
Speedw ay, I had a lot of friends in common with P arnelli and we started talking
about the product.

He sa w m y truck outside, a 1999 4 Wheel Driv e Ford F-150 (since sent to truck
hea ven), and arr anged for the owners of the compan y to install R ollgard on the
truck, telling me that I really had to ha ve it.  Said it would mak e the truck handle
lik e a Corv ette.

That w as in A ugust of 2001.

I now ha ve the distinction of having driven almost 150,000 miles in three big
trucks that were R ollgard equipped.

I w as impressed then and I’m so impressed now that I own stock in the compan y
that mak es Rollgard.

Parnelli knows
trucks, driving and
suspensions and he
was right.

Simply put, R ollgard
mak es an y big truck
with leaf springs
handle lik e a high
performance sports
car.  F or less than
$400.

The F-150 has been replaced with a 2002 4- Wheel Driv e Ford
Excursion.  That ’s the biggest, hea viest production passenger
vehicle sold in the United States.  The SUV Nazi’ s hate it, but they
don’ t liv e on Mt. Charleston and ha ve to deal with 10 feet of snow
every y ear.  I lo ve it and R ollgard tamed that beast on the high -
way as well as the winding mountain roads.

Rollgard looks simple, but is based on solid scientific principles as applied b y a r ace car designer to fix some of the faults inher -
ent in truck based v ehicles with high centers of gr avit y.

They lower the center of gr avit y of a truck or SUV and restore y our abilit y to steer without making constant corrections.

With R ollgard, the truck or SUV goes where y ou point it.  It k eeps y our rear wheels flat on the ground and y ou don’ t sw ay in
your tr ack.  This means that y ou can driv e at normal speeds safely on the interstate and y ou are much less lik ely to roll o ver
in the ev ent of a sudden maneuv er.  It r aises y our margin of error .

Rollgard fits on an y v ehicle which uses leaf springs, tak e about 30 minutes to install and cost $395.

But, because the compan y which manufactures R ollgard is here in Las V egas, y ou
can buy it direct and sa ve.  In this ad is a coupon for $100 off the price AND free
installation in the R ollgard shop , here in Las V egas.

If y ou ha ve an y questions about R ollgard, y ou can call me, Fred W einberg, at m y
office, 702-740-5588

If I’v e done a good job selling y ou, call R ollgard at 312-6124 and tell them y ou w ant
one installed as soon as they can.  Y ou’v e got nothing to lose because there is a 30-
day money back guar antee, no questions ask ed.

NOW!
FORA LIMITEDTIMEONLY!
Bring In this ad and get $100 off
Rollgard and Free Installation!

Offer Good To November 30,2003

Here’s the F-150.  We put about 50,000
miles on it with Rollgard

Yes, the Excursion is big.  With Rollgard, it is very well behaved!


